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Urban  District  of  Esher 


Telephone : Esher  2241 


Council  Offices, 
Esher. 

June,  1963. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1962  which  has  been  prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  No.  1/63. 

The  general  health  of  the  district  remains  good  and  the 
statistics  recorded  are  comparable  to  those  for  the  country  as  a 
whole.  There  have  been  no  extensive  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease  and  the  favourable  position  with  regard  to  tuberculosis, 
poliomyelitis  and  diphtheria  experienced  in  recent  years  has  been 
maintained. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  extended  a good  deal  in 
recent  years  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  appoint  an  additional 
Public  Health  Inspector.  This  has  made  it  possible  for  the 
Inspectors  to  spend  more  time  on  educational  and  survey  work,  as 
well  as  doing  valuable  work  in  the  field  of  old  people’s  welfare, 
where  the  standard  of  housing  and  environmental  hygiene  so  often 
presents  a problem. 

CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 

The  gradual  expansion  of  services  for  the  care  of  the  elderly 
continues.  There  is  no  doubt  that  these  services  will  need  to 
develop  very  considerably  in  the  future  to  cater  for  increasing 
numbers  of  elderly  people  in  the  community.  Indication  of  how 
this  may  be  done  in  a way  complementary  to  the  10  year  plans  of 
the  County  Council  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  was  contained  in 
a very  excellent  report  produced  by  a Working  Party  and  submitted 
to  the  County  Council  at  the  end  of  1962. 

Specialised  housing  provision  will  obviously  be  of  prime 
importance  and  the  implementation  of  the  Council’s  plans  for 
erection  of  House-Mother  units  in  this  district  will  render  a tremen- 
dous service  to  those  fortunate  enough  to  qualify  for  them.  It  is 
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extremely  difficult  to  evaluate  the  precise  needs  of  the  future  in 
terms  of  numbers  of  places.  The  position  must  be  reviewed  from 
time  to  time  in  the  light  of  experience  gained  and  other  develop- 
ments which  may  take  place.  At  the  end  of  1962  there  were  13 
House-Mother  places  and  128  special  dwellings  for  the  elderly. 
At  the  present  time  there  are  52  House-Mother  places  and  sites 
have  been  acquired  for  a further  145  units  where  plans  and  build- 
ing are  at  varying  stages  of  progress. 

The  Public  Health  Nurse  made  124  visits  to  elderly  persons 
thought  likely  to  fail  and  to  be  in  need  of  care  and  attention.  In 
all  cases  it  was  found  possible  to  make  satisfactory  arrangements 
without  recourse  to  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act. 

ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME 

An  analysis  of  returns  received  from  the  Ambulance  Service 
is  shown  in  the  table  below.  These  figures  show  only  accidents  to 
which  an  ambulance  was  called  and  do  not  by  any  means  present 
a complete  picture  of  the  total  number  of  home  accidents  which 
occurred  in  the  district. 

It  is  well  known  that  those  most  vulnerable  to  accidents  in  the 
home  are  children  under  five  and  adults  over  65  years  of  age. 
The  Council  decided  to  exercise  their  powers  under  the  Home 
Safety  Act,  (1961)  by  providing  educational  material  directed 
mainly  to  the  elderly  and  posters  and  pamphlets  were  distributed 
to  Old  People’s  Clubs  through  the  District  Committee  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Elderly.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also 
addressed  club  meetings  on  the  subject  of  Home  Safety  and  films 
were  shown.  In  addition  Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses  and 
Home  Helps  were  reminded  of  the  different  aspects  of  the  subject 
and  were  asked  to  be  specially  aware  of  dangers  in  the  home  when 
visiting  elderly  people  and  young  children. 


Overdose  of 
drugs  or 
poisoning 

Coal  gas 
j poisoning 

Burns  and 
scalds 

Falls 

Other  minor 
injuries 

Suffocation 

Children  

— 

— 

1 

12 

6 

— 

Adults 

9 

— 

2 

24 

10 

— 

Fourteen  deaths  of  Esher  residents  are  recorded  as  being  the 
result  of  accidents  other  than  road  accidents,  five  more  than  in 
the  previous  year. 
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SMOKING  AND  HEALTH 

Evidence  continues  to  accrue  of  the  harmful  effects  of  heavy 
smoking  and  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  remain  at  the  high 
level  of  recent  times.  During  the  year  an  effort  was  made  to  present 
the  facts  of  this  situation  in  an  acceptable  way  to  secondary  school 
children  by  the  use  of  a mobile  exhibition  produced  by  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education.  This  was  well  received  and  might 
well  be  repeated  in  the  near  future.  Such  measures  are  only  of  a 
limited  value  however.  So  many  youngsters  have  a picture  of 
smoking  as  being  part  of  normal  adult  behaviour  that  they  can- 
not be  expected  to  do  other  than  follow  the  example  of  their  elders. 
It  will  be  many  years  before  smoking  becomes  a socially  unaccept- 
able habit  and  meanwhile  we  can  expect  the  number  of  persons 
dying  from  diseases  associated  with  it  to  remain  high  and  increase. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Males  

10 

15 

17 

17 

26 

25 

20 

26 

20 

23 

30 

21 

29 

Females  

4 

2 

4 

2 

2 

7 

3 

8 

5 

5 

7 

3 

4 

Total  

14 

17 

21 

19 

28 

32 

23 

34 

25 

28 

37 

24 

33 

Rate  per  1,000 
population 

0-3 

0-3 

0-4 

0-4 

0-5 

0-6 

0-4 

0-6 

0-4 

0*5 

0-6 

0-4 

0*6 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Smallpox. — During  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  department 
was  much  occupied  with  the  surveillance  and  vaccination  of  con- 
tacts of  smallpox  both  from  abroad  and  from  infected  areas  of 
Great  Britain.  That  no  cases  occurred  in  the  district  is  a tribute  to 
the  vigilance  of  our  colleagues  in  less  fortunate  areas  where  out- 
breaks were  reported.  The  very  considerable  increase  in  numbers 
of  vaccinations  and  revaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year 
reflects  the  anxiety  felt  by  the  general  public.  No  measures  to 
encourage  vaccination  of  persons  other  than  contacts  were  taken, 
but  special  clinic  sessions  were  arranged  to  answer  the  increased 
demand. 

Plans  were  made  in  collaboration  with  public  health  depart- 
ments of  neighbouring  authorities  for  immediate  implementation 
should  cases  have  occurred  locally.  One  striking  feature  which 
was  brought  to  notice  was  the  very  large  number  of  persons  who 
travel  about  the  country  in  the  course  of  their  daily  work. 
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Details  of  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the 
year  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations  ...  ...  1,167  (729) 

Number  of  re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  1,172  (398) 

(Previous  year’s  figures  in  parenthesis) 

Poliomyelitis. — One  case  of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  in  a 
child  of  three  years  old  was  notified.  Investigation  did  not  reveal 
the  source  of  the  infection  and  the  child  made  a good  recovery. 

The  introduction  of  Oral  (Sabin)  vaccine  necessitated  recasting 
the  vaccination  programme.  For  some  years  the  number  of  injec- 
tions necessary  to  protect  children  against  serious  infectious  disease 
has  been  a source  of  concern  and  the  ease  of  administration  of  the 
new  vaccine  by  mouth  has  been  a welcome  innovation.  In  addition 
Sabin  vaccine  has  other  advantages  in  the  type  and  degree  of 
immunity  produced.  It  represents  a considerable  step  forward  in 
the  control  of  poliomyelitis. 

Measles. — The  number  of  cases  of  measles  during  the  year 
was  138.  This  gives  a notification  rate  of  2-3  per  1,000  population. 

Tuberculosis. — ^Twenty-four  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuber- 
culosis and  one  non-respiratory  were  notified  and  two  deaths  were 
attributed  to  this  cause.  The  death  rate  was  0*03  per  1,000 
population  and  the  notification  rate  0-39  per  1,000. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1962 


New  cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Other 

M.  F. 

Respiratory 
M.  F. 

Other 

M.  F. 

Under  5 ... 
5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65  and  over 

1 1 

2 1 

5 4 

7 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— — 

Totals 

18  6 

1 

1 1 

— — 

Diphtheria. — During  the  year  762  children  were  immunised 
against  diphtheria  and  1,406  were  given  reinforcing  doses.  No  case 
of  the  disease  occurred  in  the  district. 

Intestinal  infections. — -No  serious  outbreaks  of  intestinal  infec- 
tion were  notified  though  the  number  of  cases  of  dysentery  was 
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higher  than  the  previous  year.  Four  of  these  occurred  in  a single 
neighbourhood  in  the  Cobham  area,  the  remainder  being  isolated 
cases.  The  high  infectivity  of  Sonne  dysentery  necessitates  prompt 
and  rigorous  isolation  of  infected  persons  until  the  risk  of  trans- 
mitting the  infection  to  others  is  eliminated. 

One  case  of  paratyphoid  fever  was  notified.  This  was  a lady 
who  was  in  hospital  in  another  area  whose  infection  was  discovered 
incidentally.  All  contacts  were  investigated,  but  no  further  cases 
were  discovered.  Two  children  were  infected  with  Salmonella 
Typhi-murium  and  one  with  Salmonella  Heidelberg. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-five  faecal  specimens  were  examined 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  during  the  course  of  investigations. 

Tetanus. — Seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  children  were 
immunised  during  the  year  and  eight  hundred  and  fourty-four 
received  reinforcing  doses. 

Whooping  cough. — ^The  number  of  cases  notified  was  twelve. 
Seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  children  were  immunised  against 
the  disease  and  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  were  given  reinforc- 
ing doses. 

N on-notifiable  diseases. — Information  is  received  from  Head 
Teachers  of  maintained  schools  concerning  the  occurrence  of  cases 
of  infectious  disease  which  are  not  statutorily  notifiable.  This  is 
a useful  procedure  which  is  much  appreciated.  German  measles 
was  the  principle  common  fever  to  occur  during  the  year  under 
review.  There  were  also  a number  of  cases  of  mumps  and 
chickenpox. 

In  the  tables  which  follow  will  be  found  a summary  of  statistics 
relating  to  these  and  other  matters,  while  the  report  of  the  Senior 
Public  Health  Inspector  presents  a summary  of  the  extensive 
routine  visiting  and  sampling  which  is  carried  out  in  the  district  by 
his  staff.  Such  vigilance  continues  to  be  necessary  and  indeed  the 
routine  work  of  the  Inspectors  increases  with  each  successive  year. 

In  conclusion  it  is  a pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
continued  interest  and  support  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  and  Public  Health  Committee  throughout  the  year. 
It  is  also  my  pleasant  duty  to  congratulate  Mr.  F.  L.  Barker  and 
Mr.  C.  F.  Packham  upon  their  promotions  and  to  welcome  Mr. 
S.  C.  Baker  and  Mr.  C.  L.  Hunt  to  the  staff. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

P.  WESTCOMBE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

. . . 

. . . 

14,847 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  (mid  1962) 

60,970 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — end  of  1962 — according  to  ] 

rate 

books 

» • • 

♦ . • 

19,077 

Rateable  Value 

• • • 

...  £1,356,236 

Product  of  a penny  rate  1962/63  ... 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 

■ • • 

* * * 

£5,465 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Live  births 

873 

435 

438 

Legitimate 

419 

429 

Illegitimate 

16 

9 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population 

—14*3. 

Corrected  live  birth  rate — 14*02. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Still-births 

7 

1 

6 

Legitimate 

1 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Still-births  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births — 8*0. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total  live  and  still-births  ... 

880 

436 

444 

Legitimate 

420 

435 

Illegitimate 

16 

9 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Infant  deaths  (under  1 year  of  age) 

12 

5 

7 

Legitimate 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

. 13*7 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

. . 

. 14*1 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

. 00*0 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Neo-natal  (first  four  weeks)  mortality 

12 

5 

7 

Legitimate  

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births — 13*7. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  (under  1 week  of  age) 

12 

5 

7 

Legitimate  

5 

7 

Illegitimate  

_ 



Rate  per  1,000  live  births — 13-7. 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births — 2-8. 
Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  M 
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Total  M.  F. 

Perinatal  mortality  (still  births  and  deaths  under  one 

week  combined)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  6 13 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  21-6 

BIRTHS 

During  the  year  873  live  births  were  registered,  this  being  11  less 
than  last  year’s  total.  The  rate  per  1,000  population  was  14-0  compared 
with  the  rate  of  18-0  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  total  number,  25  or 
2-9%  were  illegitimate. 

DEATHS 

During  the  year  631  deaths  were  registered.  The  death  rate  was  10-8 
per  1,000  compared  with  the  rate  of  11-9  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
infant  mortality  rate  was  13-7  per  1,000  live  births  and  compares  with 


the 

rate  of  21-4  for  England  and  Wales. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

1 

1 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

2 

— 

2 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

9 

3 

12 

11. 

„ „ lung,  bronchus 

29 

4 

33 

12. 

„ „ breast 

1 

11 

12 

13. 

„ „ uterus 

— 

6 

6 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

35 

34 

69 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

2 

5 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

2 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

25 

53 

78 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

65 

36 

101 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

7 

8 

15 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

39 

68 

107 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

10 

20 

30 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

2 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia  ... 

15 

14 

29 

24. 

Bronchitis 

18 

9 

27 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

7 

1 

8 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

2 

1 

3 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

4 

— 

4 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

1 

3 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ... 

2 

— 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations... 

1 

3 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  ... 

17 

31 

48 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

6 

8 

14 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

3 

6 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

— 

- 

— 

Total 

307 

324 

631 

DEATHS.- -AGE  GROUPS 
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NUMBER  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  YEARLY 
DURING  THE  PAST  SIX  YEARS 


Acute  encephalitis 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Acute  pneumonia 
Diphtheria  ... 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas  

Food  poisoning 

Malaria  

Measles 

Meningococcal  infection 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Paratyphoid  fever  ... 
Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 
Scarlet  fever 
Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 
Typhoid  fever 
Whooping  cough  ... 


1957 

1 

4 

1958 

1959 

2 

— 

17 

9 

42 

70 

20 

19 

1 

— 

8 

8 

— 

4 

801 

106 

940 

— 

3 

1 

1 

8 

— 

13 

45 

19 

1 

81 

21 

20 

2 

17 

1960 

1961 

1962 

— 

1 

1 

9 

20 

2 

38 

2 

13 

6 

2 

— 

5 

— 

— 

12 

1 

1,046 

138 

2 

— 

1 

15 

11 

6 

13 

16 

25 

43 

29 
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NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  MONTHLY  DURING  1962 
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25 
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2 

13 
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6 

24 

1 

12 

198 
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SCHOOLS 

The  number  of  children  attending  the  County  Schools  at  31st 
January,  1962  was  — 


PRIMARY  SCHOOLS 


Claygate  Junior  School 

No.  on  Roll 

234 

Clay  gate  Infants 

158 

Cobham  St.  Andrew’s  Junior 

303 

Cobham  Infants 

165 

Downside  St,  Matthews 

41 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Boys  ... 

175 

East  Molesey,  Junior  Girls 

204 

East  Molesey,  The  Orchard  Infants 

182 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Junior 

197 

Esher  C.  of  E.  Infants 

134 

Hinchley  Wood  Primary 

349 

Long  Ditton,  St.  Mary’s 

223 

Long  Ditton  Infants 

178 

Oxshott,  Royal  Kent  Primary 

225 

Thames  Ditton  Junior 

206 

Thames  Ditton  Infants 

127 

West  Molesey,  Rivermede  Junior  ... 

352 

West  Molesey,  Sunnymead  Infants 

289 

Total 

...  3,742 

SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

Cobham,  St.  Andrew’s 

376 

Hinchley  Wood 

...  1,277 

Esher,  Wayneflete 

435 

Molesey  Boys 

277 

Molesey  Girls  

273 

Total 

...  6,380 
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DISTRICT  NURSES  AND  MIDWIVES  IN  THE 
ESHER  URBAN  DISTRICT 

DISTRICT  NURSES 

Area  Served  Name,  Address,  Telephone  No. 

CLAYGATE : 

Miss  M.  Thelkeld,  122,  Tartar  Road,  Cobham  (not  on  ’phone). 

Miss  K.  Brackley,  96,  The  Roundway,  Claygate  (Esher  4787). 

*Miss  H.  V.  Lloyd,  1,  Telegraph  Lane,  Claygate  (Esher  3297). 

COBHAM  : 

*Miss  R.  H.  Wright,  9,  Wyndham  Avenue,  Cobham  (Cobham  3264). 

*Miss  M.  Owen,  116c,  Anyards  Road,  Cobham  (Cobham  3110). 

ESHER  : 

Mrs.  M.  Mason,  Flat  9,  Marlow  House,  Cranes  Park,  Surbiton  (Elmbridge  3589). 
EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  ; 

Miss  M.  V.  Burke,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2535). 

Miss  B.  Furber,  108,  Molesham  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2535). 

Mrs.  M.  E.  McLean,  3,  Merton  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  6608). 

THE  DITTONS  : 

*Mrs.  Bell,  10,  Brooklands  Road,  Thames  Ditton  (Emberbrook  4631). 

OXSHOTT : 

*Miss  A.  Clement,  “Cartref”,  Danes  Hill,  Oxshott  (Oxshott  2758). 

THAMES  DITTON  AND  HINCHLEY  WOOD  ; 

*Covered  by  Surbiton  Nurses’  Home,  21  - 23,  Upper  Brighton  Road,  Surbiton. 
(Elmbridge  3027).  (Superintendent  : Miss  P.  M.  Stanley). 


MIDWIVES 

ESHER  ; 

Miss  K.  Brackley,  96  The  Roundway,  Claygate  (Esher  4787). 

EAST  AND  WEST  MOLESEY  : 

Miss  M.  Holdaway,  34,  Merton  Way,  West  Molesey  (Molesey  2597) 


* District  Nurse/Midwife. 
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LIST  OF  SURREY  COUNTY  COUNCIL  CLINICS  IN 
THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ESHER 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  AND  IMMUNISATION 

North-Central  Division  of  the  County  (Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Health 
Centre,  Grange  Road,  Kingston-on-Thames.  Tel.:  Kingston  7261) 


CLAYGATE  : Village  Hall,  Church  Road  (Tel.:  Esher  2035). 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 

and  Child  Welfare  ..  ..  Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 4th  Tuesday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

COBHAM  : Between  Streets  (Tel.:  Cobham  3252). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ..  Thursdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Mondays,  2nd  and  4th,  1.30  p.m.  (Toddlers) 
Immunisation  and  vaccination  . . 4th  Thursday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

General  Medical  ..  ..  .,  Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Ante-Natal  ..  ..  ..  Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

EAST  MOLESEY  : The  Clinic,  St.  Mary’s  Road  (Tel.:  Molesey  4220). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ..  Wednesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 1st  Wednesday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


EAST  MOLESEY  : W.V.S.  Office,  2 Hampton  Court  Parade  (Tel.:  Molesey  6708). 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . Mondays  2 p.m.  to  4.30  p.m. 

Tuesday  - Friday  10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 


ESHER  : King  George  s Hall,  High  Street 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 

HINCHLEY  WOOD  : St.  Christopher’s  Hall 

General  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 

LONG  DITTON  : Parish  Hall,  Thorkhill 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . 
General  Medical 
Ante-Natal 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 


(Tel..  Esher  3285). 

1st  and  3rd  Thursdays,  1.30  p.m. 

3rd  Thursday,  3 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Thursdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

(net  on  telephone). 

Fridays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Last  Friday  in  each  month  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Road  (Tel.:  Emberbrook  4495). 

Tuesdays,  1.30  p.m. 

Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m. 

Fridays,  10.30  to  12  noon. 

2nd  Friday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Tuesdays,  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 


OXSHOTT  : The  Community  Centre,  Holtwood  Road  (not  on  telephone). 
Health  Visitors’  weighing  and 

consultation  session  . . . . 1st,  3rd,  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays, 

2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  . . 1st.  3rd,  4th  and  5th  Wednesdays, 

10  a.m.  to  12  noon. 


WEST  MOLESEY  : Hurst  Cottage,  Walton 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . 
General  Medical 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  . . 
Ante-Natal 

Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods 


Road,  (Tel.:  Molesey  2478) 

Fridays,  1 .30  p.m. 

Mondays  9.30  a.m  to  10.45  a.m. 

2nd  Wednesday,  2.30  p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Mondays,  10.45  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Mondays  to  Fridays  2.15  p.m.  to  4.45  p.m. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1962 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Esher.  March,  1963. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  first  Annual  Report,  which 
summarises  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the 
year  1962. 

Members  of  the  Council  will  know  that  Mr.  J.  C.  Armstrong, 
who  was  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  from  1957  to  1962, 
and  who  had  been  an  Inspector  in  this  District  for  thirty-six  years, 
retired  at  the  beginning  of  August.  Many  tributes  were  paid  to 
him  at  that  time,  and  I wish  to  record  my  own,  together  with  good 
wishes  for  a long  and  happy  retirement. 

The  establishment  of  Inspectors  was  increased  by  one  in  April 
when  Mr.  S.  C.  Baker  joined  the  staff  from  Cheshunt  Urban  District 
Council.  In  August  Mr.  C.  L.  Hunt  was  appointed  from  the 
Borough  of  Wimbledon  to  bring  the  Department  up  to  strength. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Members  of  the  Council  and 
Officers  of  other  Departments  for  their  support  and  co-operation. 
In  this  respect  I should  like  especially  to  thank  Dr.  P.  Westcombe 
and  other  members  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I am  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  L.  BARKER, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
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INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

ANALYSIS  OF  VISITS 

Premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  447 

Premises  reinspected  or  works  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  821 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Infectious  disease  (including  visits  by  P.H.  Nurse  and  Polio  Survey)  345 
Disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Food  poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  382 

Food  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  336 

Milk  Sampling  (phosphatase)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Water  supply  or  sampling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Shops  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Factories  (powered)  57 

Factories  (non-powered)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Outworkers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  conveniences  on  building  sites...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Stables  and  piggeries  15 

Ponds,  ditches,  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Petroleum  storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

Caravans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Rats  and  mice,  etc.  (visits  by  Pests  Officer)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,436 

Disinfestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Clean  Air  Act  * ...  130 

Air  Pollution  Measurement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Pet  Animals  Act  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  737 

HOUSING,  DRAINAGE  AND  WATER  SUPPLY 

Set  out  below,  in  tabulated  form,  are  details  of  action  taken 
following  inspection  or  complaint  in  respect  of  damp  conditions, 
unsatisfactory  drainage,  and  other  defects  in  dwelling  houses. 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  totally  unfit  houses  is  summarised 
under  the  section  headed  “Slum  Clearance”. 

Applications  and  certificates  given  under  the  Rent  Act  1957 
are  also  tabulated  below. 
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Publicity  was  given  in  the  local  press  about  comment  in  an 
annual  report  a few  years  ago  in  connection  with  the  fraudulent 
practice  of  “drain  cleaning”  where  such  action  is  entirely  unneces- 
sary. The  men  so  employed  may  be  dressed  in  overalls  or  serge 
suits  and  have  peaked  caps  so  as  to  give  the  impression  of  working 
for  the  local  authority.  They  call  at  dwelling  houses  offering  to 
clean  the  drains,  and  afterwards  present  a bill  for  their  services, 
which  consists  of  putting  drain-rods  down  what  is  an  already 
clear  drain.  When  comment  was  last  made  about  this  matter  the 
fee  was  about  £3.0.0.  - I now  understand  it  is  as  much  as  £5.0.0. 

Local  builders  do  not  participate  in  this  deception,  and  resi- 
dents in  the  district  are  always  urged  to  consult  their  local  builder 
or  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  if  they  are  in  any  doubt  about  their 
house  drainage  systems. 

The  water  supply  of  the  area  is  governed  by  two  statutory 
bodies,  and  is  excellent  in  quality  and  quantity.  The  Water  Com- 
panies are  constantly  sampling  the  water,  both  from  chemical  and 
bacteriological  points  of  view,  therefore  routine  sampling  by  this 
Department  is  not  considered  necessary,  and  sampling  is  carried 
out  only  when  there  is  a special  reason  for  so  doing. 

All  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  by  public 
water  mains,  with  the  exception  of  15  sub-standard  properties 
served  by  a stand-pipe,  and  one  other  house  where  water  is  derived 


from  rainwater  tanks. 

STATISTICS 

No.  of  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1962  ...  ...  ...  24 

No.  of  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  during  1962  ...  ...  113 

No.  of  Council  houses  under  construction  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

No.  of  private  houses  under  construction  ...  ...  ...  ...  153 

Dwellings  provided  by  conversion  (private)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


COMPLAINTS 

The  number  of  complaints  received  in  respect  of  housing  and 


drainage  matters  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  (written  and  verbal)  in  respect  of  housing  and 

drainage  matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Notices  of  Time  and  Place  for  consideration  of  condition  of  house 

Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Orders  for  demolition  of  houses  - Section  17,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  22 

Notices  requiring  information  as  to  ownership  of  premises  - Section 

170,  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Abatement  Notices  in  respect  of  nuisances  - Section  93,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Notices  to  drain  buildings  - Section  39,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  7 

Notices  requiring  repair  of  defective  closets  - Section  45,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936  4 

Notice  requiring  the  paving  and  drainage  of  a yard,  etc.  - Section 

56,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Notice  requiring  that  a water  closet  be  kept  supplied  with  water 

sufficient  for  flushing  - Section  51,  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  1 

Notice  to  owner  to  provide  water  supply  in  pipes,  Section  138, 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  Section  30,  Water  Act,  1945  ...  1 

HOUSE  REPAIRS 

Ceilings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Chimney  stacks  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Doors  and  Frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  5 

Eavesgutters  and  rainwater  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  57 

Fireplaces  and  ranges  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  4 

Floors  and  skirtings  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Floor-sub-floor  ventilation  provided,  improved  or  air-bricks  repaired  5 

Roofs  - stripped  and  re-roofed  or  repaired  ...  ...  22 

Rooms  cleansed  or  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sinks  - new,  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Steps  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Walls,  external  - repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  13 

Walls  - dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Walls  - internal  plaster  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Windows  - sashes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Windows  - frames  and  cills  renewed  or  repaired  ...  14 

Windows  - reveals  repointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Windows  - sash  cords  or  glazing  putty  renewed  ...  ...  ...  20 

Yard  or  passage  repaired  or  resurfaced  ...  ...  1 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Supply  reinstated  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supply  pipes  and  taps  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  7 

Tank  and  cover  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

DRAINAGE  WORKS 

Drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Drains  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  21 

Gully  kerbing  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  chambers  - covers  and  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ..  5 

Cesspool  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Septic  tank  repaired  or  provided  ...  1 

Soil  and  vent  pipe  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Waste  pipes  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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WATER  CLOSETS 

Structures  rebuilt  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  or  joint  between  flush  pipe 

and  pan  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pans  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Pans  - seats  renewed  or  repaired  or  pans  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  2 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Statutory  Notices  served  in  respect  of  three  houses  in  West 
Molesey  were  not  complied  with,  and  these  cases  were  brought 
before  the  Justices  at  the  Petty  Sessional  Division  of  Kingston- 
upon-Thames. 

The  works  were  not  done  at  the  time  of  the  first  hearing,  but 
before  the  next  hearing  the  necessary  repairs  were  completed  in 
each  case.  The  summonses  were  then  withdrawn. 

SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Housing  Acts  1936,  1949  and  1957 

The  main  work  in  connection  with  the  programme  for  the 
five  years  1961  to  1965  inclusive  was  in  respect  of  the  22  dwellings 
at  Ember  Reach.  The  decision  to  declare  these  dwellings  to  be  in 
a proposed  clearance  area  was  made  by  the  Council  in  December, 
1962. 

The  general  position  at  the  end  of  1962  was  as  follows  : — 


Houses  demolished  during  1962  (two  previously  subject  to  Closing 

Orders)  5 

Houses  included  in  proposed  Clearance  Area  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Houses  where  demolition  orders  operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Premises  where  undertakings  given  not  to  use  as  dwellings  ...  ...  6 

Houses  purchased  by  agreement  - for  demolition  and  rebuilding 

on  site  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Houses  where  undertakings  given  to  bring  up  to  habitable  standard  2 

Houses  closed  (under  previous  programme)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

House  where  Closing  Order  operative  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


RENT  ACT  1957  (First  Schedule) 

Part  1 — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  ...  ...  ...  4 

{a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  4 
(/>)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  ...  ...  - 
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(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Part  2 — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for  cancel- 

lation of  certificates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  3 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenant’s 

objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  3 


CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT 
ACT,  1960 

There  are  four  licensed  caravan  sites  on  which  single  caravans 
are  permitted.  Two  of  the  sites  are  permanently  licensed  and  two 
annually  licensed. 

In  addition,  five  other  sites  for  single  caravans  were  licensed 
up  to  24th  March,  1962,  from  which  time  no  further  licences  were 
to  be  issued  by  reason  of  a Discontinuance  Order  made  under  the 
Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947. 

One  caravan  has  been  removed  and  the  other  four  will  be 
removed  following  rehousing  of  the  occupants  by  the  Council. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

I am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  for  the  following 
information,  the  inclusion  of  which  is  required  by  Circular  1/63 
from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  sewerage  for  the  Urban  District  as  a whole  is  reasonably 
adequate,  but  there  are  small  areas  where  the  arrangements  are 
not  satisfactory.  Mention  has  been  made  in  previous  Annual 
Reports  of  a sewerage  scheme  to  serve  houses  in  several  roads  in 
Oxshott  where  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  a source  of  frequent 
nuisance  and  complaint.  In  part  of  this  area  the  owners  are 
negotiating  with  their  lessees  for  the  sewering  of  the  area  and  in 
the  other  part  the  Council’s  Officers  will  soon  be  reporting  to  the 
Council  on  the  need  to  take  action  to  introduce  foul  sewerage  now 
that  a main  sewer  has  been  extended  up  to  the  boundary  of  the 
area. 


There  is  another  area  in  Esher  at  present  served  by  cesspools 
and  septic  tanks  which  give  rise  to  nuisance  and  is,  in  my  opinion, 
in  need  of  sewering;  the  matter  has  been  considered  by  the  Council 
on  several  occasions  and  the  Council’s  Officers  have  been  instructed 
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to  prepare  the  necessary  plans  for  providing  main  drainage  in  the 
affected  roads. 

No  new  schemes  for  sewage  disposal  are  urgently  needed,  but 
the  Council’s  plans  for  the  improvement  and  modernisation  of  the 
Esher  Sewage  Purification  Works  were  largely  completed  during 
1962.  Under  the  scheme  as  carried  out  the  old-fashioned  works  at 
Molesey  have  been  abandoned  as  a treatment  works  and  the  sewage 
from  East  and  West  Molesey  is  now  pumped  to  Esher  for  treatment. 
A third  and  final  stage  of  the  current  scheme,  which  is  intended  to 
embrace  a comprehensive  proposal  for  sludge  disposal,  is  now 
being  investigated  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  start 
on  the  scheme  in  1964,  together  with  further  extension  necessitated 
by  the  continual  growth  of  the  population. 

A draft  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Cobham  Purifica- 
tion Works  has  been  prepared  during  the  year  and  when  the  result 
of  further  investigations  is  known,  proposals  will  be  submitted  to 
the  Council  as  it  is  hoped  to  commence  the  project  to  modernise 
these  works  in  1964  or  1965. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ADMINISTRATION 


FOOD  SAMPLING 

During  the  year  178  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  taken 
and  submitted  for  analysis.  The  articles  are  listed  below.  This 
number  of  samples  was  an  average  of  2*9  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  population.  Of  the  samples  submitted  nine  were  reported 
upon  adversely,  and  this  represented  5T  per  cent  of  the  total 
number. 


Almonds  - Ground 
Analgesic  Tablets 
Angelica 

Antacid  Rollamints 

Antassin  Cough  Treatment 

Apples  - Toffee 

Apricots  - Bottled  (Hungarian) 

Apricots  - Spanish 

Asparagus  Cuts  and  Tips 

Aspirins 

Beefburgers 

Beef  - Corned 

Beefsteaks  and  Vegetables  with 
Gravy 
Beer  - Bitter 
Blood  Pressure  Mixture 
Brandy 
Brawn 

Bread  Crumbs  (with  colouring) 
Bread  Sauce  (instant) 

Bread  - Sliced 


Breakfast  Food  - Fruit  and  Nut 
Bronchial  Elixir 
Bun  Round 
Butter 

Butter  - Brandy 
Butter  - Peanut 
Cabbage  - Pickled  Red 
Cakes  - Crunch 
Cheese  - Grated 
Cherries  - Glace 
Chicken  Fillets 
Cider 

Coffee  with  Chicory 
Corn  Oil 
Cough  Syrup 
Cream 

Creme  de  Riz  (Ground  Rice) 

Curry  Powder 

Dates  - Stoned 

Fat  - Cooking 

Ferraplex  B. 
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Figs 

Pie  Filling  - Raspberry 

Flavouring  - Coconut 

Pie  - Steak  and  Kidney 

Flour  - Self-Raising 

Pilchards  in  Tomato  Sauce 

Frogs  Legs 

Pork  - Chopped 

Fruit  Salad  - Dried 

Potato  Crisps 

Gelatine 

Raisins 

Gin 

Raspberries  in  heavy  syrup 

Ginger  - Stem 

Rum 

Health  Salts 

Rusks  - Toasted  Egg 

Ice  Cream  - Ready  Mix 

Salami  - Hungarian 

Indigestion  Tablets 

Sauce  - Chili 

Iodised  Throat  Tablets 

Sauce  - Napolitaine 

Jellies  - Fruit 

Sausages 

Jelly  - Mint 

Sherry  Essence 

Kidneys  - Braised  Pork 

Spread  - Candied  Chestnut 

Lemonade  Crystals 

Spread  - Salmon  and  Shrimp 

Lemon  Curd 

Stuffing  - Parsley  and  Thyme 

Lem.on  Juice 

Savoury 

Lollymix 

Sugar  - Barbados 

Luncheon  Meat 

Sugar  - Demerara 

Marmalade  - Ginger 

Sugar  - Slimmers’ 

Mayonnaise  - Salmon 

Sultanas 

Marzipan 

Sweets  - Chocolate  Liqueur 

Meat  Roll  - Stuffed  Pork 

Cherries 

Milk  - Pasteurised 

Sweets  - Jellies 

Milk  - T.T.  Pasteurised 

Sweets  - Mints 

Milk  - Channel  Islands  Pasteurised 

Sweetener  - Liquid 

Milk  - Channel  Islands  T.T. 

Tea 

Pasteurised 

Tomato  Juice 

Milk  Drink  (Mikky) 

Tomatoes  - Peeled  Plum 

Milk  - Warm 

Vegetable  Juices 

Mincemeat 

Vegetables  & Bacon  (Junior  Dinner) 

Mint  in  Vinegar 

Vegetables  - Mixed 

Onions  - Cocktail 

Vinegar 

Onions  - Flaked  Dried 

Vitamins  A.D  & C.  - Orange 

Olives  - Stuffed 

Tablets 

Paste  - Chicken 

Vol-au-Vent  - Chicken 

Pasty  - Cornish 

Whisky 

Pate  - Scotch  Grouse 

Yeast 

Peel 

Yeast  - Dried  Baking 

Pepper  - Cayenne 

Yeast  - Extract 

Pepper  - Ground  White 

Yeast  - Tablets 

Pepper  Seasoning  - Liquid 
Phospherine  Tablets 

Yoghourt 

Details  of  the  samples  reported  upon  adversely  by  the  Public 
Analyst : 

Sample  No. 

21  (Informal) 

Cocktail 
Onions 

include  the  word  “dis- 
tilled” on  future  labels. 


Irregularity 


Action  Taken 


The  label  stated  that  the  The  attention  of  the 
onions  were  in  malt  vinegar,  manufacturers  was  drawn 
whereas  the  Analyst  found  to  the  Analyst’s  report, 
it  was  distilled  malt  vinegar.  and  they  undertook  to 
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Sample  No.  Irregularity 

102  (Formal)  These  samples  had  6%,  7% 
110  (Informal)  and  2%  of  added  water  res- 
146  (Formal)  pectively,  and  were  very 
Warm  Milk  slightly  deficient  in  milk 
solids  other  than  milk  fat. 


141  (Informal) 
156  (Formal) 
Skinless 
Sausages 


155  (Formal) 
Pasteurised 
Milk 

159  (Informal) 
Candied 
Chestnut 
Spread 

162  (Informal) 
Sucron 
Slimmers’ 
Sugar 


These  samples  eontained 
tripe  as  their  major  in- 
gredient, and  the  deseription 
“sausages”  did  not  indieate 
the  true  nature  or  substance 
of  the  artiele. 

The  sample  had  3 % of 
added  water  and  was  very 
slightly  defieient  in  milk 
solids  other  than  milk  fat. 

The  description  was  con- 
sidered inappropriate  be- 
eause  the  produet  contained 
no  sugar  crystals  and  was 
therefore  not  eandied. 

The  deseription  of  this 
article  was  considered  to  be 
misleading.  The  sample  eon- 
tained a mixture  of  sugar 
and  soluble  saceharin. 


Action  Taken 

It  was  found  that  the 
presenee  of  water  was 
due  to  the  method  of 
warming  the  milk  by 
steam  injeetion.  Letters 
were  sent  indicating  that 
methods  of  heating 
should  be  used  whieh 
would  not  cause  water  to 
be  added  to  the  milk. 

The  manufaeturer  agreed 
to  exclude  tripe  and  sub- 
stitute beef  as  the  main 
ingredient  of  the  saus- 
ages. 


A warning  letter  was  sent 
to  the  Dairy  Company 
eoneerned. 


After  informal  negotia- 
tions with  the  manufae- 
turer the  article  was  re- 
named “Glaee  Chestnut 
Spread”. 

The  manufaeturer  agreed 
to  the  alteration  of  the 
description  of  the  produet 
to  “Sugar-with-a-Plus”. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  following  is  a list  of  diseased  or  otherwise  unsound  meat 
and  other  foods  which  were  inspected  and  surrendered  from  food 
premises  in  the  district  and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


lbs. 

lbs. 

Baeon 

123 

Ox  Tails  

35 

Beef 

140 

Pork 

10 

Beef  (Corned) 

30 

Pork  Luneheon  Meat 

29 

Cheese 

10 

Pigs’  Melts 

86 

Fish 

14 

Stewed  Steak 

25 

Ham 

56 

Veal  

5 

Ox  Kidneys 

10 

Total 

5 ewts.  13  lbs. 

Cream  ... 

3 tins 

Meat  Pies 

19 

Fish  

1 tin 

Milk  

1 tin 

Frozen  Foods 

665  pkts. 

Tomatoes 

1 tin 

Fruit 

11  tins 

Vegetables 

21  tins 
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LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Thirty-eight  articles  of  food  or  drink  complained  about  by 
members  of  the  public  were  examined  by  the  Inspectors  or  sent 
for  analysis. 

A number  of  the  complaints  were  reported  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  some  warning  letters  were  sent.  In  respect 
of  the  following  articles  legal  proceedings  resulted  : 

Bread  — ^ A wrapped  sliced  loaf  contained  rodent  excreta 
embedded  in  one  of  the  slices.  The  Company  concerned 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  offence  and  were  fined  £20,  the  Council 
being  awarded  £10.10.0d.  costs. 

Milk  — ^ The  milk  delivery  bottle  and  the  milk  were 
found  to  be  contaminated  with  foreign  matter  derived  from  a 
residue  of  plastic  and  solvent.  The  Company  concerned 
pleaded  guilty  to  the  offence  and  were  fined  £15,  the  Council 
being  awarded  £5.5.0d.  costs. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  legal  proceedings  in  respect  of 
items  of  food  or  drink  which  are  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or 
quality  demanded,  are  taken  at  the  local  magistrates’  court, 
whereas  cases  in  connection  with  dirty  milk  bottles,  where  the  milk 
itself  is  in  no  way  affected  — because  of  the  way  the  Regulations 
are  made,  the  proceedings  must  take  place  at  a court  having 
jurisdiction  over  the  area  in  which  the  milk  was  bottled.  One  such 
case  was  taken  during  the  year  — see  under  the  heading  “Milk 
and  Dairies  Regulations”. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  and  58  notifications  regarding  contraventions  were  sent  to 
occupiers. 

In  addition  to  the  type  of  food  premises  normally  visited,  56 
private  clubs  were  inspected  in  connection  with  their  applications 
for  registration  under  the  Licensing  Act  1961.  Under  Part  III  of 
the  Act,  the  Local  Authority  may  object  to  the  registration  of  a 
club  if  there  is  failure  to  comply  with  hygiene  requirements,  or  if 
there  is  a lack  of  adequate  sanitary  accommodation. 

An  objection  was  made  to  the  Clerk  of  the  County  Justices 
in  one  case. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949-  1960 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Regulations  in  respect 
of  a dirty  milk  bottle.  The  case  was  heard  at  the  South  Western 
Magistrates’  Court,  Wandsworth,  this  Court  having  jurisdiction 
over  the  area  in  which  the  bottling  plant  was  situated. 
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The  Dairy  Company  pleaded  guilty  to  an  offence  under  the 
Regulations  and  were  fined  £5,  the  Council  being  awarded  £5.5.0d. 
costs. 

In  past  reports  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  consumers  were 
sometimes  at  fault  by  returning  empty  bottles  in  a dirty  condition. 
Whilst  this  is  undoubtedly  true,  it  is  not  the  only  reason  for  milk 
reaching  the  public  in  dirty  containers.  A bad  practice  by  most 
Dairies  has  been  the  dumping  of  crates  of  empty  bottles  by  the 
roadside  and  on  the  verges  to  await  collection  by  roundsmen. 
Similarly,  bottles  have  been  left  over  long  periods  at  village  halls 
and  similar  places,  and  at  schools  during  holiday  periods.  These 
bottles  are  prone  to  abuse  and  are  likely  to  become  contaminated 
when  left  lying  about  in  this  way. 

The  Dairy  Companies  supplying  milk  to  this  district  were 
asked  to  co-operaate  on  this  point,  and  a very  marked  improve- 
ment was  noticed  during  1962.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  the  practice 
should  be  forbidden  by  regulation,  in  the  same  way  as  it  is  an 
offence  to  leave  crates  of  full  bottles  on  a public  highway. 

The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  and  submitted  for  the 
phosphatase  and  methylene  blue  tests,  to  check  the  efficiency  of 
pasteurisation,  was  75.  Of  these  samples  one  failed  to  pass  the 
methylene  blue  test. 

The  number  of  samples  of  sterilised  milk  sent  for  the  turbidity 
test  was  5,  and  these  were  satisfactory. 

One  sample  was  taken  for  a biological  test,  and  this  also 
proved  satisfactory. 

The  following  number  of  dealers’  licences  are  in  force  : 

Licences  to  use  the  designations  “Sterilised”, 

“Pasteurised”  and  “Tuberculin  Tested”...  ...  ...  17 

Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Pasteurised”  4 

Licences  to  use  the  designation  “Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  2 

Licence  to  use  the  designations  “Sterilised”  and 

“Pasteurised”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Licence  to  use  the  designations  “Pasteurised”  and 
“Tuberculin  Tested”  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  26 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  registered  in  the  area  ...  4 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being 
Dairy  Farms)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  45  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  (Methylene  Blue  Test).  The  results  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 
samples 

Provisional 

grade 

Rate  % of  the 
total  number  of 
samples  taken. 

37 

1 

82-23 

2 

2 

4-44 

4 

3 

8-89 

2 

4 

4-44 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  majority  of  samples  taken 
are  obtained  from  premises  which  have  ice  cream  supplied  in  bulk, 
and  where  it  is  served  to  customers  by  means  of  a scoop.  There 
is  a greater  chance  that  bacterial  contamination  of  ice-cream  can 
take  place  when  it  is  not  sold  in  a pre-packed  condition,  and  the 
sterilisation  of  the  server  rinse  water  is  a matter  which  is  given 
attention  where  bulk  ice-cream  is  sold.  Low  grade  samples  were 
found  to  be  due  to  contaminated  servers,  and  each  case  was  taken 
up  with  the  vendor  concerned. 

LICENSING  OF  SLAUGHTERMEN 

Whilst  no  slaughtermen  are  employed  in  this  area,  there  were 
two  on  the  Register  who  received  licences  for  the  year. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 

Complaints 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  in  con- 
nection with  smoke  nuisances  was  25. 

Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 

Following  the  decision  of  the  Council  last  year  to  join  the 
national  scheme  organised  by  the  Department  of  Scientific  and 
Industrial  Research  for  measuring  air  pollution,  measurements 
were  commenced  at  one  station  in  November  1962. 

The  instrument  in  use  is  situated  at  East  Molesey,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  commence  the  operation  of  a second  instrument  in 
Thames  Ditton  sometime  during  1963. 

The  success  of  the  investigation  depends  on  the  proper  use  of 
standard  methods  and  instruments,  since  sound  conclusions  can 
only  be  drawn  when  they  are  based  on  data  which  is  strictly 
comparable.  The  instrument  which  has  been  adopted  for  use 
throughout  the  country  is  a volumetric  one  for  the  determination 
of  the  amount  of  sulphur  dioxide  in  a known  volume  of  air,  and 
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the  apparatus  also  embodies  a smoke  filter  for  measuring  smoke, 
or  suspended  matter.  The  use  of  this  standard  instrument  will 
mean  that  pollution  produced  by  our  own  residential  areas  may  be 
measured  and  compared  with  known  measurements  in  other 
districts. 

The  Urban  District  is  approximately  15,000  acres  in  extent 
and  contains  some  19,000  habitable  houses,  but  the  distribution  of 
these  dwellings  is  somewhat  uneven,  there  being  only  4,000  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  district  and  some  15,000,  plus  the  majority  of 
the  factory  premises  within  the  area,  in  the  northern  half  of  the 
Urban  District. 

Burning  of  Coke 

The  Council  sent  representatives  to  the  conference  of  the 
National  Society  for  Clean  Air  in  1962.  One  important  aspect  of 
clean  air  reported  upon  was  in  connection  with  the  burning  of 
coke,  and  dealt  with  the  popular  objection  that  “it  gives  off  fumes”, 
by  which  is  presumably  meant  sulphur  dioxide  (SO2)  because  of  the 
smell  which  is  discernible  under  adverse  conditions. 

The  following  extracts  from  an  address  are  quoted  because 
it  is  extremely  important  that  coke  is  accepted  by  the  general 
public  as  a suitable  smokeless  fuel  for  burning  in  modern  open 
firegrates,  so  that  the  campaign  for  clean  air  can  go  on.  In  this 
connection  it  must  be  remembered  that  open  fires  must  have  f'' 
spacing  between  fire-bars  for  full  efficiency  when  burning  coke. 

The  report  was  made  only  after  careful  assessment  of  studies 
reported  in  literature,  consultations  with  experts,  and  visiting 
installations  in  private  homes. 

“Flue  gases  from  coal  show  an  SO2  concentration  in  the 
early  stages  of  combustion  several  times  greater  than  the 
amount  of  the  SO2  given  off  from  a coke  fire.  Why  then  the 
objection  to  coke  on  account  of  smell?  The  total  emissions  of 
SO2  from  equal  weights  of  coal  and  coke  when  burnt  in  a fire 
are  the  same.  It  is  probably  because  the  smell  of  SO2  from 
coal  is  masked  by  the  pungent  smoke  if  there  is  a down 
draught.” 

“It  is  well  known  that  coke  fires  emit  neither  smoke  nor 
tar  whereas  coal  emits  both,  and  it  is  the  tarry  smoke  from 
coal  fires  which  is  the  main  source  of  the  aromatic  hydro- 
carbons which  are  found  in  town  air.” 

“In  the  early  phase  of  combustion  of  a coal  fire  there  is 
emitted  up  to  100  p.p.m.  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen  (H2S)  - a 
most  offensive  smelling  gas  - whereas  coke  emits  only  a trace. 
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It  has  been  said  that  the  risk  of  carbon  monoxide  (CO) 
poisoning  from  a coke  fire  is  not  a negligible  hazard.  Yet  the 
flue  fumes  from  both  coke  and  coal  show  similar  concentra- 
tions of  CO  (0-1  per  cent  to  0-25  per  cent).  This  belief 
probably  derives  from  coke  being  more  commonly  used  in 
free-standing  closed  stoves  which  might  have  leaky  flues,  but 
on  open  fires  coke  presents  no  greater  hazard  than  coal. 

A coke  fire  burns  at  a higher  temperature  and  gives  out 
greater  heat,  more  uniformly.  But  the  higher  temperature  of 
combustion  means  that  more  of  the  sulphur  is  oxidized  to 
sulphur  tri-oxide  (SOs).  A brightly  burning  coal  fire  emits 
only  half  the  quantity  of  SOs  compared  with  a coke  fire; 
indeed,  a smoking  coal  fire  emits  no  SOs.  The  SOs  forms  with 
the  water  vapour  of  the  atmosphere  small  droplets  of  sul- 
phuric acid  but  this  emission  is  very  small,  and  in  none  of 
the  houses  visited,  including  one  in  which  the  occupant  had 
been  retired  from  work  because  of  chronic  bronchitis,  was 
there  any  complaint  of  irritant  fumes. 

There  seem  to  be  two  sources  from  which  popular  bias 
against  coke  fires  is  derived.  Firstly,  from  the  experience  of 
the  emissions  from  coke  used  in  closed  domestic  boilers;  the 
flues  of  these  boilers  can  be  inadequate,  the  lids  can  be  re- 
moved, and  the  escape  of  gases  into  the  air  is  therefore 
comparatively  easy  and  commonly  occurs.  Secondly,  since 
the  amounts  and  concentrations  of  the  gases  which  arise  in  the 
combustion  of  any  fuel  vary  not  only  with  the  fuel  but  also 
with  the  different  combustion  appliances,  and  the  conditions 
under  which  the  fuel  is  burned,  it  is  essential  that  these  should 
be  satisfactory.  If  unsatisfactory,  coke  will  be  regarded  as  an 
inferior  fuel;  yet  coke  is  not  only  as  satisfactory  as  coal,  but 
it  is  also  more  economical  and  since  it  does  not  carry  the  long 
term  hazards  and  economic  burdens  of  atmospheric  pollution 
due  to  coal,  it  is  for  domestic  heating  the  more  satisfactory.” 


Bonfires 

Complaints  in  increasing  numbers  are  reaching  the  Depart- 
ment about  the  burning  of  bonfires.  Where  these  take  place  on 
factory  or  shop  premises  with  the  burning  of  trade  waste,  action  is 
immediately  taken. 

Domestic  garden  bonfires  create  a very  different  problem  and 
must,  I feel,  be  dealt  with  not  officially  by  the  Council,  but  on  the 
“good  neighbour”  basis,  with  special  regard  to  wash-days,  etc. 
The  number  of  bonfires  should  be  kept  to  a minimum,  never 
burnt  in  foggy  weather  and  only  when  the  garden  rubbish  is  dry. 
Much  material  from  a garden  can  be  composted. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  to  1959 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : Part  1. 


PREMISES 

Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

47 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

266 

57 

11 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

8 

1 

Total  . . . 

313 

69 

12 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

No.  of 
cases  in 

Referred 

which 

prosecutions 
were  instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Tempera- 
ture (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient... 

1 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

11 

4 

_ 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total  ... 

12 

5 

— 

1 

— 
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There  is  a nil  return  under  Part  VIII  of  the  Factory  Act 
(Sections  110  and  111),  which  deals  with  outwork. 


NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Mention  was  made  in  last  year’s  annual  report  regarding 
noise  from  a factory  manufacturing  metal  containers.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  year  residents  living  in  the  locality  were  circu- 
larised and  invited  to  reply  to  a questionnaire  which  asked  them 
to  give  details  of  the  kinds  of  noise  heard,  of  dates  and  times,  and 
any  other  information.  The  response  was  poor,  so  personal  visits 
were  made  to  complainants  and  to  the  other  persons  concerned. 
On  analysis  i£was  found  that  the  great  majority  of  nearby  residents 
were  not  bothered  by  this  nuisance.  The  firm  in  question  had 
taken  remedial  measures,  including  the  closing  of  an  open  ended 
assembly  shop  with  a brick  wall  and  ceasing  the  stacking  of 
metal  containers  in  the  open  at  night.  The  use  of  a fork  lift  truck 
during  night-time  was  also  stopped. 

There  were  no  other  complaints  about  any  serious  noise 
nuisance  during  the  year  under  review. 


PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928 

During  1962,  87  premises  within  the  Urban  District  were 
licensed  to  store  (at  any  one  time)  191,700  gallons  of  Petroleum 
Spirit  and  Petroleum  Mixtures.  Three  licences  were  issued  for 
the  storage  of  21^cwt  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

The  expansion  of  petroleum  spirit  storage  space  at  filling 
stations  is  still  very  marked,  and  the  installation  of  a number  of 
new  underground  storage  tanks  was  supervised  during  the  year. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Tabulated  overleaf  are  details  of  information  required 
annually  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
During  the  year  under  review  the  total  number  of  complaints 
received  by  the  Department  was  895. 


36 


U 

< 


<N 

cK  2:: 

On 

H Uh 

<D 

B 

<u 
o 

(U 

i/i  o 
H ^ 

7)  4-> 

W c/3 
n . 1— H 

cn 

CQ  ^ 

(D 

W '2 

o ^ 

S 00 


C 

o 

a 


Q 

b 

O 


Z 

o ^ 

HH 

H 
Z 
w 
> 
w 


& 


V-( 

O 


i-i 

O 

Oh 

(U 


Qi 

U4 

CL 

O 

a 

CL 

tL 

o 

UJ 

Q- 

> 

H 


c3 

!-i 

n 

D 

.y 

u 

< 


(N 

ro 


1 [ 


o 

r< 


o 

ro 


u. 

60 

< 

I 

C 

o 

Z 


0 — 

'w' 

S5i2'^ 

HuS 


(N 

<N 


oo 


ON 

O 


ON 


ON 

00 


lO 

Tj- 

(N 


(S 

r*0 

00 


00 
(U  c 

r“  • 

m O 

o 


1/3  c/3 


r-  ••M 

§ e 

zi  v 

<-g^a: 


NO 

00 


(N 


00 

NO 


o 


O' 

(N 


(N 


lO 

o 


CJ 

00 

» o S 

c«|0  = 

ol 


Jh 

5 o 
o ^ 

nJ  :3 
< 


m 

r- 


o 


(N 


NO 


o 

rs| 


O 

‘C 

c/3 

Q 

C/3 

V 

w 

’C 

o 

•w 

D 

< 

15 

CJ 

O 

H-l 


4> 


(U 

a 

o 


1) 

X) 

s 

D 

z 


iC  • "O 
o * ^ 

in 

a/  u 

M <4_, 

c 

c3  


J_i  J-.  !_(  U. 

o c o o 

■5-.S  '^.s 


c/3 

r3 

'd 

w 

o 

(L> 

a 

CZ) 

d 


c/3 

_0) 

Uh 

<D 

a 

o 

u 

a 


X) 


TO 
C 
O 
• O 


c/3 

CJ 

Ut 

(L) 

a 

o 

u, 

a 


r- 
O 
d =3 

o ^ 

X)-d^ 

E30 
cS  - 

4-*  1) 

_ 0x3  I n 
15  c c I, 

-C 

o 3 >, 

H oZj6 


i-t 

c 

o 

B 

E 

o 


3 

O 

B 

4> 

t/D 

D 

O 

X 


CJ 

00 

Lh 

d 

o 

u 

CJ 

-C 


TO 

CJ 

•4-» 

CJ 

CJ 

a 


• TJ 

• CJ 


c/3 


t-  u.  tH  Uh 

o o o o 

c 


d ’ £ cd 

g ss 


u 

Xi 


TO 

c 

3 

• o 


!/) 

i/>  <U 

.0)  .— 

'■S  ui 

u,  6)  D 

u -<  a 
CL  o 

£ <0  o 

is  _r^  a 
a-5 


o S 


^ 3 t+H 

S 

c > S 

-0-^1 
CZ)  £ J. 
4->  is 

0^5 

H 0Z33 


CZ 


C 

O 


o 

U 


CJ 

CZI 

O 

o 

E 


3 

0 

1 


-o  *-1 

OJ  <U 
w 

O w 
CJ  C 

a 

CZI 

s ^ 

■ E 

CJ  o 

5=3 


CJ  o 


CZI  • — 

g 

& t- 

O CL 


T3 

0-- 


<L> 

E ^ 

C CJ 

o x: 

c/3 

« O 

d a 

o 

H^a 


CJ 

CJ 

a 

c/3 

C 


00 


TO 

CJ 

G 


3 

O 

X) 

.3h 

*C 

u. 

cd 

CJ 


C 

_o 

4— > 

CJ 

CJ 

a 

CZI 

C 


O O 


00 


> 


Ti  ^ 
^ r3 

E 

005 


.B<; 


J S 

tc  o 

U I— 1 

(L 

O u 
i-  X 

a* 

(U  X 

4.^ 

C/3 

CJ  X 

'ts 

• -n  cd 

CJ 


a?> 
X ^ 

^ c 

z S 


00 

(N 


r-* 

<A 

(N 

1 

1 C3 

1 

1 

r- 

X) 

0 

I r- 

‘Z'l 

1 (N 

1 Tf 

r- 

10 

CM 

r'- 

fN 

oC 

3 

o 


TO 

CJ 


cd 

o 

c/3 

CJ 

E 

1) 

X 

o 

on 


c 

o 

o 


X 

o 

o 

s 


o 

to 

(U 

X 

E 

3 

z 


37 


GENERAL  PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS 

One  aspect  of  general  public  health  inspection  about  which 
complaints  are  regularly  received  concerns  unpleasant  odours  in 
dwelling  houses.  Such  odours  can  emanate  from  a variety  of 
sources,  and  whilst  the  “smell  on  the  landing”  is  recognised  as  a 
good  old  music  hall  joke,  it  ceases  to  be  a joke  when  it  is  on  your 
own  landing  ! 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  have  to  be  able  to  advise  on 
the  elimination  of  various  nuisances  in  this  category.  One  cause 
of  complaint  in  relation  to  smells  which  has  been  on  the  increase 
in  the  last  few  years  is  that  arising  from  the  use  of  some  types  of 
plastic  electric  light  fittings  and  shades.  When  the  particular 
electric  appliance  is  in  use  and  becomes  warm,  an  unpleasant 
odour  is  given  off.  The  discovery  of  this  type  of  nuisance  is  par- 
ticularly elusive  to  householders  who,  prior  to  calling  on  the  Public 
Health  Department,  have  often  examined  drains,  water  closets, 
roof  spaces,  etc.,  in  an  endeavour  to  discover  the  source  of  their 
concern. 

COMPLAINTS 

The  number  received  during  the  year  was  ...  ...  90 


NOTICES  SERVED 

Informal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 


GENERAL  NUISANCES  ABATED 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


DISINFECTION 

Following  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfection  was  carried 
out  in  respect  of  rooms  or  bedding  at  12  premises. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

The  visits  made  in  connection  with  this  Act  chiefly  concerned 
sanitary  conveniences  for  staff,  Sunday  trading  or  half  day  closing. 
All  enquiries  and  complaints  about  these  matters  were  investigated 
and  received  attention. 

Four  informal  notices  were  served,  and  one  Certificate  of 
Exemption  in  connection  with  the  use  of  sanitary  conveniences  and 
washing  facilities  was  issued,  during  the  year. 
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SPRAYING  OF  PONDS  AND  DITCHES 

The  routine  spraying  of  stagnant  water  with  oil  for  the  control 
of  mosquitoes  was  carried  out  as  usual. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Two  applications  were  received  and  licences  were  granted  for 
the  year  1962. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  none  registered  within  the  Urban  District. 

RAINFALL 

Table  showing  rainfall  in  the  district  during  1962  taken  at 
Esher  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  together  with  a brief  indication  of 


relative  intensities  : 

Total  Rainfall 

Days  with 

Days  with 

Inches 

Oi"  or  more 

04"  or  more 

January 

3-22 

20 

14 

February 

0-41 

8 

4 

March 

1-29 

8 

7 

April 

1-61 

16 

11 

May 

2-19 

16 

11 

June 

0-33 

6 

3 

July 

2-34 

14 

9 

August 

2-15 

12 

7 

September 

2-49 

16 

12 

October 

2-23 

7 

7 

November 

1-77 

16 

14 

December 

1-85 

9 

7 

Total  21-88  ins 

148  days 

106  days 

Compared  with 

the  figures  for  the 

previous  year 

this  is  a 

decrease  of  T4  inches. 

The  average  yearly  rainfall  for  the  past  five  years  was  24-44 
inches. 


